Three Day Road – ENG2D1


Chapter 7 – LEARNING (76 – 88)

1. How does Xavier explain the poppies of Flanders’s Fields?

2. How are Elijah and Xavier treated differently by their section?

3. What does Elijah teach Xavier to say to Lieutenant Breech? Why do you think he does this?

4. What two criticisms about the Canadian Army does Xavier make in this chapter?

Chapter 8 – CAPTIVE (89 – 95)
1. Why does Niska choose to tell Xavier the story of her life?

2. How did The Hudson’s Bay Company change the lives of many Native Canadians?

3. Describe Niska’s experience at the residential school.

4. Why does Niska shave her head? What do you think of her punishment?

Chapter 9 – COMPETITION (96-109)
1. Do you think Elijah’s killing of the wounded German soldier in No Man’s Land is an act of mercy or bloodlust? Justify your answer.

2. What does Elijah suggest to the officers? Why do you think he does this? 

3. Why is it so important to Xavier to win the competition?

4. What is the “three day road”? (98)

Chapter 10 – SNIPER (110 – 118)

1. Who is to blame for Sean Patrick’s death?

2. In what way does the hunting of the caribou parallel Xavier and Elijah’s actions in war? Explain the similarities and differences. 

Vocabulary: Tommy, Mushkegowuk, Ayashikimew

Chapter 11 – REVENGE (119-129)
1. What revelation does Xavier have about Sean Patrick’s killer?

2. Why do you think Xavier cared so much for the horses on the ship?

Chapter 12 – SEDUCING (130 – 135)
1. Who do you think is being hunted, Niska or the Frenchman?

2. In Native folklore the lynx is a clever and cunning animal, capable of leading humans astray. Why is this trickster animal an appropriate animal totem for Niska?

Vocabulary: awawatuk, Matatosowin

Chapter 13 – RIFLE (136 – 146)
1. What does Elijah take from the German sniper who killed Sean Patrick?

2. Why does Elijah ask Grey Eyes for a cup of tea?

3. How is the motif of the number three evident in this chapter?

Chapter 14 – RAID (147 – 163) 

1. Why doesn’t Elijah get sent to Blighty?

2. There is talk of Elijah receiving a medal for rushing the nest, how do you think Xavier feels about this?

3. How do you think Xavier’s time at the residential school affected him?

4. In what ways does Elijah’s last name suit his personality?

Vocabulary: estaminet 

